












Introduction by the director of CRA-W. 

• Georges Sinnaeve



SINNAEVE Georges, General Director

Walloon Agricultural Research

Centre

CRA-W : Overall presentation



8

Environment EconomyAgriculture
Supervisory minister

Forest

Rural affairs

Field of activities of the CRA-W 

According to the competencies of the current Walloon Government

Animal
welfare

Nature

Scientific
Research

Climate

Energy

Dolimont A. Neven C. Coppieters Y. Dalcq A-C Jeholet P-Y



Walloon Agricultural Research Centre
To address today’s questions and to prepare tomorrow’s challenges

www.cra.wallonie.be 
9

Walloon Agricultural Research Centre



Walloon Agricultural Research Centre
To address today’s questions and to prepare tomorrow’s challenges

www.cra.wallonie.be 
10

Walloon Agricultural Research Centre

Productions in agriculture 
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Viviane PLANCHON a.i.
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Gilbert BERBEN
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Marc LATEUR
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François HENRIET a.i.
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José WAVREILLE
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General Director
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Director
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Walloon Agricultural Research Centre

The CRA-W provides together scientific research, service and support

functions to Walloon farmers, stockbreeders, horticulturists, forestry producers 
and operators in the agri-food sector. 
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Walloon Agricultural Research Centre

Scientific research is focused in four main areas
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Walloon Agricultural Research Centre

Some 130 scientific research projects :

1 Curbing the use of synthetic inputs and mitigating the climate change impact of agriculture

2 Producing quality products in a more sustainable way by maintaining farmers' standards of living and 

promoting animal welfare and the protection of the environment and biodiversity

3 Boosting production profitability, thus ensuring a decent income for Walloon farmers

4 Helping to enhance the value of agricultural production in conventional or local sectors (organic or otherwise)
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Walloon Agricultural Research Centre

Partnerships and Beneficiaries  

• Society

• Farmers, horticulturalists and other stakeholders in these sectors

• Individuals

• Government departments and authorities

• Business 

• Universities and other research institutions
(international, European, federal, regional levels)
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Recovery plan for Wallonia

➢ Resilient forests

➢ Soil preservation

➢ Carbon sequestration

➢ Smart farming

➢ Specific research activities

➢ Improving research facilities



Introduction by the representative of the 
Walloon government.
• Georges Sinnaeve, CRA-W



CRA-W’s research actions in response to the 
needs of organic farmers and horticulturists



Global context - Control levels for 9 planetary boundaries

As a result of human 
activity, our planet is no 
longer able to maintain its 
homeostasis, imbalances 
appear on many levels! 



Global context – Changement of paradigm

New and more 

resilient crop and 

livestock management

New robust cvs & crop 

species

New mechanizations

New logistics

…

New partners

New value chains

New institutional rules 

In order to get back out of the red 
zones it is necessary to change our 
ways of producing and consuming 
our resources == > innovations in 
rupture that require technical but 
also institutional changes

Organic farming has been and is 
pioneering in giving the ability to 
explore, implement innovative 
systems that make profit of 
ecosystem services delivered by 
nature 



Global context – Specific risks induced by climatic changes 



Coordinated research actions in line with the pluri-annual
Walloon Organic Production Development Plan 2030 

« Develop more sustainable and more resilient agro-food systems to meet future 
global and local challenges (scarcity of resources, preservation of the biosphere 
(water, air, soil, biodiversity)...) and society’s expectations (healthy food, quality, 

quantity, a good income for the actors involved) »



Annual survey update of the Organic professionnal demands

0,0 5,0 10,0 15,0 20,0 25,0

Protection des plantes / Maladies /Ravageurs

Elevages Ruminants/Monogastriques

Sol

Variétés/Nvelles cultures/ Amélioration

Qualité des produits /  Transformations / Conservation

Agroforesterie/Cultures associées/Biodiversité

Durabilité/Climat

Pratiques culturales

Adventices

Divers

Priority Research Topics 2022 -2023

Research

Priority Topics

2024

Variety Organic Testing, new varieties, Mix of 

species and/or varieties

Organic alternatives to Pest & Diseases



Organizational Research actions
Long term Organic Production Research at CRA-W : 

1. Long term organic systems comparison trials on 

1.1. Arable crops – SYCBIO  (5 ha) - 3 contrasted systems
1.2. Vegetables – SYCMA (5 ha) - 5 contrasted systems
1.3. Mixed farming and livestock systems – SPOT (25 ha)

2.     Organic Soil fertility studies :
2.1. Temporal monitoring of the physical, chemical and biological fertility of soils
2.2. ‘MICROSOILSYSTEM’ project : impact studies on soil microbiomes consortia & mycorhizes

3.     Organic Plant Breeding for more robust & disease tolerant cvs.

3.1. Participative organic fruit breeding using old local cvs as more robust parents (NOVAFRUITS & GAWI)
3.2. Participative organic wheat breeding: CCP’s
3.3. Breeding spelt, wheat, durum wheat, potato for organic production



Organitional Research actions
Long term Organic Production Research at CRA-W : 

4. Multilocal organic variety testing trials :

4.1. Network trials comparing cereal cvs. : wheat, spelt, triticale, durum wheat
4.2. Trial comparing 30 more robust potato cvs. 
4.3. Trans-border trial of 125 apple & 30 pear cvs. 
4.4. Testing more robust apple & pear rootstocks
4.5. Testing more robust fruit cvs in diversified non sprayed systems : agroforestry, orchard meadows, poultry/orchards,…

5. Research on socio-economical & durability factors

5.1. User-friendly software for economical & environmental factor monitoring – https://tresoferme.be
5.2. Life Cycle Analysis of different meat chains
5.3. User-friendly software for farm ‘Greenhouse Gaz’ – GHG - monitoring: “DECIDE”.

6. Alternative organic plant health control research projects



Organizational Research actions

Long term Organic Production Research at CRA-W 



Walloon Region Call for organic research projects 2024

• 5 New starting research projects (CRA-W) 

ABC Soil2weed: Systemic evaluation of the effects of organic agriculture (OA) and 
conservation organic agriculture (”ABC“) on weed flora and its impact on crop 
development.

Progrès: Identification and understanding of late blight resistance gene processes 
for more sustainable organic potato production

SolAB: Soil management in the Walloon Region: What practices optimize soil 
services? 

CropFightsWeeds: Multi-performance evaluation of weed management systems in 
organic field crops.

Lipomme-bio 2.0: Multi-levers research of alternatives to copper use to control 
apple diseases including scab in Organic Production

https://www.cra.wallonie.be/fr/solab


CRA-W’s European Research projects linked with Organic Production



CRA-W’s European Research projects linked with Organic Production



Centre wallon de Recherches agronomiques
Répondre aux questions d’aujourd’hui et relever les défis de demain

www.cra.wallonie.be 

ORGANIC VEGETABLES

ORGANIC ARABLE CROPS

ORGANIC FRUIT TREE EXP. ORCHARDS

SPOT – ORGANIC Mixed farming and 
livestock systems 

• Genetic Resouces & Breeding
• Variety & rootstock testing
• Agroforestry

SYCMA

SYCBIO

Some Practical Results

1. Four Long term Organic Experimental Platforms

Strategies for 
maintaining 
soil fertility in 
cropping systems 

Which systems of mixed 
farming and agro-ecological 
practices in response to local
and global issues ??



3 released CRA-W 
Late blight resistant potato varieties

Some Practical Results

2. Organic variety Testing Trials – Cereals, Potatoes

Collaborative Organic trials  

https://www.cra.wallonie.be/fr/varcerbio

Best organic performant varieties of 
Wheat, Spelt, Hard Wheat, Triticale 

https://www.cra.wallonie.be/fr/varcerbio


36 organic growers

‘Ducasse’ 

Crosses – hand pollination Seedling nursery
Experimental

orchard

Testing by & with
growers

31

Some practical Results

3. Participatory Organic Fruit Breeding & Variety & rootstocks Testing Trials

Elite new cultivars



Centre wallon de Recherches agronomiques
Répondre aux questions d’aujourd’hui et relever les défis de demain

www.cra.wallonie.be 

Bedankt voor uw aandacht
Merci pour votre attention 

Merci bramin p’o m’awès choutè





Organic research 
in Flanders

Marleen Delanoy
Policy Advisor Organic Production



Policy framework and objectives

Organic strategic plan 2023 -2027
Objectives: 

5 % agricultural area: the area under organic production increases 
to 30 000 ha by the end of 2027

5% turnover of organic animal production: the turnover of organic 
animal production grows to 5% of the turnover value of total 
animal production (including dairy)

5% organic farms: at least 5% of farms will be organic by the end of 
2027

5% organic consumption: the volume of organic consumption will 
grow to 5% of the total consumption by the end of 2027

5% organic in government catering: organic will account for 5% of 
government catering by the end of 2027.



Support for the organic research

7/04/2025 │36

Further optimalisation of 

the food chain 

Continue to support in research and knowledge

Organic remains a leader in sustainability

Supportive legislation

More organic in 
agricultural practice



OD10. Financial support for individual organic farmers and in 
conversion farmers

Easier access for organic farmers to become an Active farmer
Higher subsidies for organic in CAP
▪ Higher subsidies for in conversion farmers

o Grassland, perennial fodder crops: 390 euro/ha ( 300 euro/ha previous CAP)
o Arable crops: 900 euro/ha  ( 480 euro/ha previous CAP)
o Fruit, vegetables, ornamental plants and herbs : 1.700 euro/ha ( 850 – 860 - 1320 euro/ha previous CAP)

▪ Organic farmers
o Top-up for organic production

First 5 ha: 300 euro/ha
Following 70 ha: 100 euro/ha
Above 75 ha: 50 euro/ha

o More access to eco-schemes and agri-environmental climate measures

VLIF (Flemish Investment Fund) Productive - Non-productive 
Support for certification cost

7/04/2025 │37



OD14. Strengthening the Organic knowledge network as a 
center for demand driven research

Funds for CCBT
▪ Staff and operational cost
▪ Yearly call for projects:

o Demand driven, within 2 years, each subsector has a project

o 2-3 project duration
o Carried out by practise centres
o Communication of research results: BioPraktijk – www.ccbt.be
o ≈ 300 000 €/budget 

7/04/2025 │38



OD15. Organic agriculture research is given a full place within 
agriculture and food research

European Partnership for Innovation (EIP)- projects
Demonstration projects
VLAO La-call

7/04/2025 │39



OD 16 In depth research on organic farming

➢ Yearly  ≈300 000 € budget for 
▪ Flemish call 

• 2-3 project duration

• the theme(s) of the call are determined in consultation with the organic sector
• Fundamental research 
• Carried out by Flemish research institutions and Flemish educational institutions (universities and university 

colleges) without commercial objectives. Collaboration with practice centres is possible 
OR

• Participation in international calls
• Past: Core organic
• Partnership on agroecology living labs and research infrastructure 

➢ VLAIO : 1 000 000 € for 
➢ Partnership on agroecology living labs and research infrastructure 

➢ No specific requirement for organic research

7/04/2025 │40
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